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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
and  of  the 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year 

1960 


DEVIZES  RUML  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Telephone:  Devizes  701.  mi_  t>  • u T^  ^ ^ 

^ The  Public  Health  Department, 

Browf ort , 

DEVIZES, 

Wiltshire. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Devizes  Rural  District  Council  - 
Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  state  of  the 
Public  Health  in  the  District  for  the  year  I960. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  fcr  their 
continued  co-operation  and  to  thank  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Senior 
Public  Healtn  Inspector  for  their  help  during  the  year.  It  is  also  a pleasure 
to  acknowledge  the  help  v^hich  Health  Visitors,  the  W.V.S.,  the  Red  Cross  Society 
and  the  Area  Welfare  Officer  have  given  me  in  dealing  with  the  elderly  and  the 
families  in  social  difficulties  in  your  area. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

KENNETH  J.  ADAMS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAKE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

K.J. ADAMS,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Univ.Lond. ) 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G. E, WILLIAMS , M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  (also  Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer) 

Audditional  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

A.A.WHITING,  A.I.A.S.,  A.M.I.P.H.E. , M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 

(also  Deputy  Surveyor  and  Deputy  Water  Engineer) 


D.W.E.JESSETT. 
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G-EI'IERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres  ....  ...  .... 

Population  (Registrar  G-eneral’s  Estimate) 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . .... 

Rateable  Value  as  at  1st  April,  I96O. . 
Estimated  Product  of  Id  rate  .... 


63,491. 
15,700. 
3,999. 
£119, 9U. 
£477. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  and  Death  Rates  compared  v/ith  other  Areas 
(Mrths  and  Deaths  per  1,000  population ) 


Devizes  Rural  District 
England  and  Wales  . . 
Wiltshire  ....  ... 
Devizes  Borough 


Birth  Rate. 

19.92 

17.1 

19.86 

17.37 


Death  Rate. 

8.44 

11.5 

10.25 

9.55 


In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  area  comparability  factors 
are  issued  by  the  Registrar  G-eneral  to  "correct"  ii regularities  in  the  age 
and  sex  structure  of  the  population,  and  also  to  take  into  account  any  high 
mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential  institutions. 

Births  and  Infantile  Deaths. 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate . 

Total  1 

Male 

i Female 

Male  1 Female 

Live  Births 

108 

4 

2 

230 

Still  Births 

5 

i 3 

- 

- 

8 1 

Deaths  under  1 year- 

3 

1 1 

- 

^ : 

Deaths  under  4 weeks 

2 

1 

3 i 

Deaths  under  1 week 

2 

1 

_ 



3 1 
. 

Infantile  Mortality . 

The  ini’sntile  mortality  rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  among  infants 
of  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  live  births.  There  were  4 
deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  230  births  in  the  area. 

This  is  too  small  a figure  to  calculate,  for  comparative  purposes,  an  accurate 
infantile  mortality  rate.  The  national  rate  is  21,7  deaths  among  infants 
under  one  year  of  age  per  thousand  live  births  and  the  V/ilt shire  rate  is  19.4 
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COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 


I'hs  following  infectio'.s  disesses  wero  nolifieo  during  "th©  year 


Scarlet  Fever  ....  ......  21 

Vi'liooplng  Cough  ....  ......  17 

Measles  ....  £ 

Dysentery  ....  ......  2 

Brucellosis  ....  1 

Tuberculosis  yRespiratory)  ......  3 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  1 

Acute  Pneumonis  ....  ......  1 


Diphtheria 

Epidemics  of  this  disease  have  occurred  la,tely  in  the  London  area..  High 
Wycombe  and  Walthamstow. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  diphtheria  carriers  are  among  us  again. 
To  parents,  I would  advise  - 


"Over  the  years  you  have  done  well  in  getting  your  children  immunised. 

If  you  value  their  safety,  do  not  relax  this  precaution  now.  The  prevention 
of  diphtheria  is  still  in  your  hands  - the  control  of  an  epidemic  is  in  mine. 
The  results  of  your  job  are  more  satisfactory  than  mine.  " 

"If  T/e  can  maintain  seven  children  .in  ten  immunised,  you  need  not  fear 
a recurrence  of  diphtheria  in  the  Devizes  area.  " 

Children  should  be  immunised  in  infancy,  boosted  at  2 years  and 
boosted  again  at  the  age  of  5 years.  " 


The  County  Council  offer  an  immunisation  scheme  and  I am  indebted  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  i ollowing  figures  r — 


[ Children  Immunised  for  first  time  j 

1956 

1959 

i960  i 
1 

j Iged  less  than  one  year 

114 

1 

I 138 

139 

1 Aged  one  to  four  years 

30 

22 

59 

Aged  five  to  nine  yee.rs 

7 

! 9 

! 

The  following  number  of  children  received  boosting  injections 


j ' 1958 

1959 

^ i960  1 

( 

1 

j Aged  one  to  four  years 

h2 

48 

66 

j Aged  five  to  nine  years 

1 110 

63 

173 

1 Aged  ten  to  fourteen  years 

1 8 
' 

6 

i 

2 

3. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29159520 


yyhooping  „ Cou£h . 

17  cases  of  T/hooping  Gough  were  notified  and  it  is  likely  that  many  more 
occurred  but  were  not  diagnosed,  because  the  symptoms  were  modified  by 
previous  vaccination:  indeed,  ^s'ith  the  rhooping  Cough  vaccination  routines 
it  is  likely  that  this  year  would  have  seen  a very  serious  epidemic,  v;ith 
its  aftermath  of  lung  complications  and  deaths. 

It  is  distressing  to  see  that  a number  of  cases  occurred  in  children 
under  school  age,  which  shows  hov/  infectious  the  cough  is.  Passive  immunity 
against  the  disease  is  lost  early  by  the  young  infant  and  it  is  important 
to  begin  vaccinating  by  the  second  or  third  month  after  birth. 

The  Wiltshire  County  Council  offer  a vaccination  scheme  against 
Whooping  Ccugh  which  is  combined  v;ith  Diphtheria  ii  munisation.  The  following 
number  of  chilaren  were  vaccinated  against  Viihooping  Cough  for  the  first  time  - 


Children  Immunised  lor  the  first  time  j 1958 

1959 

196c 

Aged  less  than  one  year  j 112 

Aged  one  to  four  years  j 26 

1 ! 

121 

la 

58 

Smallpox. 

The  I'ollowing  vaccinations  against  Smallpox  v ere  given  during  the  year:- 


1 

A*ge  Croup  j Under-  1 

1 

2 - 4 1 

5 - 14 

15  or  over, 

Vaccination  j 139 

14 

i 

5 1 

‘Tr 

5 

Re-vaccination  j 
» { 

3 ! 

i 

8 

31 

1 

1 

The  Health  Department  was  alerted  on  the  11th  October,  1^60,  after  a 
case  of  suspect  smallpox  had  been  transferred  from  Devizes  Barracks  to 
Tidv/orth  Military  Hospital.  As  the  patient  had  not  been  abroad,  a diagnosis 
of  smallpox  v/ould  have  presumed  contact  Vi/ith  a missed  case  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  position  was  further  complicated  because  at  about  that  time  a case  of 
modified  smallpox  had  been  diagnosed  in  a Dutch  businessman  from  Singapore 
who  had  arrived  at  London  Airport  on  3rd  October,’  however,  contacts  of  the 
Airport  case  would  have  been  unlikely  to  be  infectious  until  13th  October  and 
subsequently,  the  Consulting  Smallpox  Physician  confirmed  that  the  soldier  v/as 
not  suffering  from  the  disease. 
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Tuberculosis. 


if  cases  of  this  disease  v;ere  notified  during  the  year.  The  single 
non-pulmonary  case  could  possibly  have  been  from  a bovine  infection  as  the 
neck  glands  were  affected,  but  the  source  of  milk  supply  was  pastutirised  and, 
therefore,  not  suspect.  The  patient  had  also  had  many  changes  of  aadress 
and  milk  supply  v/ithin  previous  months. 

The  County  Council  continues  to  offer  vaccination  to  13  year  old 
children  against  the  disease  and  have  extended  their  vaccination  programme 
to  include  older  children,  and  those  attending  Teachers'  Training  Colleges. 
Only  children  who  have  not  already  had  their  first  infection  of  tuberculosis 
T;hen  younger  are  vaccinated. 

This  procedure  is,  of  course,  subject  to  parental  consent. 

The  vaccination  is  performed  against  the  certainty  that  the  child  will 
come  into  contact  v ith  the  im  ection  during  the  next  ten  years  or  so,  srnce 
by  the  age  of  25  - 30  years,  most  persons  in  England  have  received  their 
first  natural  infection  of  tuberculosis.  Parents  do  not  often  realise  this 
important  point. 

Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  in  September.  The  child,  tAo 
had  a paralysed  arm,  was  admitted  to  Odstock  Hospital  and  subsequent  patho- 
logical investigations  were  negative.  There  was  no  contact  with  other  cases 
of  Poliomyelitis  and  it  is  likely  that  the  preliminary  clinical  diagnosis 
■was  wrong. 

The  County  Council  vaccination  campaign  was  extended  to  all  persons 
under  the  age  of  40  years.  Three  doees  of  vaccine  are  necessary  and  contrary 
to  popular  belief,  each  dose  contains  the  same  quantity  of  vaccine. 

Brucellosis. 

This  disease  was  made  notixiable  for  a period  of  three  years  from 
1st  October,  135^  ena  in  January  a case  v/as  notified.  Raw-  milk  hau  been 
consumed  from,  a local  herd  and  several  samples  were  taken  from  the  cows,  but 
subsequent  examination  showed  no  live  Brucella  organisms  in  the  milk.  The 
co-operation  of  the  Dairyn.an  Txas  much  appreciated. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

21  cases  occurred  and  the  in.  action,  v/hich  v;a.s  generalised  throughout  the 
District,  continues  to  be  mild  in  character. 

Dysentery. 

The  two  cases  of  Dysentery  occurred  in  school  children  at  Seend,  where 
hand-washing  routines  and  isolation  measures  were  immediately  enforced  at  the 
School. 
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CAI-E  OF  THE  ELDERLY. 


I nf o I mal  Action  ajid  Visits 

l';any  imormal  visits  -..ere  paid  to  the  elderly  during  the  year  The 
Health  Visitor  drew  my  attention  to  an  aged  couple  living  at  Urchfont,  who 
were  barely  able  to  look  after  one  another.  Fortunately,  after  persuasion 
by  the  family  Doctor,  they  consented  to  enter  Hospital. 

Another  v;ell-knov/n  character  needed  help  from  the  Department  on  two 
occasions,  to  clear  refuse  and  eventually,  he  had  to  enter  Hospital. 

Two  old  men  were  visited  occasionally.  La,ving  in  di_ferert  Parishes 
these  old  persons  suffer  because  they  live  in  condemned  houses;  social 
workers  call,  but  their  lot  \s  a lonely  one. 

It  ?/as  not  necessary  to  use  Compulsory  powers  to  admit  any  old  person 
to  Hospital  during  the  year. 

Home  Visiting  Se rvice. 

Several  parishes  have  informal  arrangements  for  visiting  their  aged. 

In  Potterne,  the  Council  received  a request  to  /ire  old  persons  bo'-ngalows 
for  a bell  alarm  system. 

G-roup  Dwellings  for  the  Elderly . 

0;.d  persons  w’ish  to  live  in  theii-  own  homes.  So  often  in  e.  rural  area, 
this  becomes  impracticable  early  cn  in  old  age,  due  to  unsuitably  planned 
houses  with  sta.irs  and  outside  toilets.  These  factors  bring  about  the 
necessity  for  premature  removal  to  a Hospucal  or  Home.  Large  gardens, 
the  remoteness  of  a ._ood  neighbour  and  a poor  ’bus  service  also  increase  the 
burden  of  old  age  in  rural  surroundings. 

In  other  areas  bungalows  for  the  aged  have  been  built  in  Council  Estates 
to  overcome  these  problems  and  a development  of  this  scheme  is  nov;  planned 
for  West  Lavington.  Twenty-two  old  persons  dwellings  may  be  built  in  a 
group,  with  accommodation  for  a D'arden.  Each  dwelling  will  be  self-contained 
and  the  size  of  the  dvellings  will  range  from  bed-sitting  rooms  to  t?vo-bedroom 
bungalows.  The  dw'ellings  will  be  centra.lly  heated  with  covered  passage  ways 
between  them;  there  will  also  be  a comii;unal  lounge. 

Persons  likely  to  be  given  the  tenancy  of  such  dwellings  may  be  chosen 
from  any  Parish,  if  they  have  already  applied  to  the  Council  for  re-housing 
and  their  degree  of  infirmity  w’ould,  ordinarily,  make  them  suitable  for 
admission  to  County  V/elfare  accomm.odation. 

As  the  number  of  aged  is  increasing,  it  is  likely  that  similar 
dwellings  will  be  consiaeicd  in  other  Parishes. 
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Infectious  Lisease:  Syphilis 

Respiratory  Lisease:  Pueumonia  .. 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  

Stomach  . . 

LUN& 

Breast  . 

Uterus  . 

Blood  . . . . . . 

Other  

CORORARY  LISEASE 
Brain  Haemorrhage 
High  Blood  Pressure 
Other  . o 


Inflammation  of  the  bowel 

Nephritis  

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

Congenital  Malformations  

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  other  A.ccidents 

Homicide  and  war  

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 


Cancer: 


Heart : 


I n oho+o  o 


Male  Feiaal^ 

• • • • 1 “ 

..  ..  7 6 

....  A ” 

....  1 * 

..  ..  7 3 

....  — 3 

. . . . - 2 

..  ..  9 8 

....  17  12 

..  ..  13  8 

....  1 A 

..  ..  21  16 

..  ..  - 2 

. . ..  1 1 

..  ..  1 

..  ..  1 

..  ..  1 

..  ..  A 2 

..  ..  1 1 

10  12 
TOTAL:-  102  82 


CA.US^  01  _Lmii. 

The  National  Death  Rate  still  climbs  steeply,  with  no  indication  that  the 
peak  -.s  reached.  In  1959,  Lung  Cancer  deaths  nationally  totalled  21,063  - 
1,2A3  more  than  in  1958.  There  is  also  f tremendous  difference  between  the 
sexes  in  the  incidence  of  deaths,  the  ratio  being  about  six  men  dying  to  every 
orie  woman. 


The  statistical  correlation  of  Lung  Cancer  and  smoking  is  well  .’:novm,  even 
by  school  children.  The  tragedy  is  that  many  children  start  off  on  their 
"thirty  year  incubation  perxod"  at  the  age  of  12  or  13  years,  so  that  we  may 
expect  in  the  1970’ s,  the  age  disti ibution  of  the  disease  to  include  more 
aying  in  the  younger  age  groups,  i.e.  AO  - A5  years. 
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Coronary  Di^s 6a.s e . 

Coronary  disease,  i»’hich  is  one  of  the  principal  sources  of  ill  health 
arid  pienature  death  in  middle  age,  has  caused  23  deaths  in  the  area. 

The  incidence  of  Coronary  disease  is  risii'ig  nationally. 


Sil-^TiTIOh. 

The  : inister  of  Health  has  a.sked  that  coirmients  shouxd  b passe  . in 
the  Innual  Report  this  year  upon  cert£in  aspects  of  water  supplies  and 
sewera^.e  in  the  District.  Hany  of  these  details  have  customarily  been 
referred  to  by  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  rill  be  found  again  in 
his  report.  There  are  several  fresh  alters  which  require  com:  <;,nt. 

guality  of  Water  Supplies . 

There  is  at  present  an  aimple  quantify  o;:.  potable  water  ror  the 
District.  Chemical  analysis  was  not  perlormea  in  I960,  but  from  figures 
obtained  in  1951,  the  water  is  hard,  having  between  200  - 300  parts  per 
million  of  temporary  and  permanent  hardness. 

The  water  is  also  deficient  in  fluoride  as  the  accompanying  table 
show's:  - 


Source  of  Supply.  Parts  per  million 

__  I _ fluoride.  _ 


Chirton  Bottom  | 

0.14 

Erlestoke  I 

0.18 

G-reat  Cheverell 

0.08 

1 Bulk  supply  from  Chippenham 

i Borougd  Council 

0.70 

: Bulk  supply  from  Devizes 

Borough  - Bourton 

0.09 

Shepherd's  Shore 

0.11 

It  is  now  recognised  that,  excluding  ChlpperJiam  Borough  supply,  the 
above  levels  are  too  low  at  present  to  prevent  dental  decay  and  that  the 
best  concentration  of  i’luoride  is  one  part  per  million  Some  waters  contain 

this  concentration  of  fluoride  naturally  and  at  Ingle sey,  KLlmarnock  and 
V.'atford,  fluorice  is  added  to  make  up  the  best  level  artif  icially.  It  is 
interesting  that  just  as  in  some  unuer-aeveloped  Countries,  various  vitamin 
deficiencies  in  the  diet  s\.ill  exist,  'vve  in  this  Country  cannot  yet  obtain 
in  our  diet  the  correct  cuantity  of  a nutrient  for  healthy  teeth  - fluoride  ; 
worse  still,  we  accept  the  high  level  of  dental  decay  at  present  in  the 
population  as  inevitable. 
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The  giran^eiuents  for  seV'/age  dj-sposal  in  the  Listriot  have  been  given 
wuch  consideration  by  the  Council;  nine  Cchenes  he.ve  been  completed  and  a 
last  of  villages  has  been  compiled  for  future  Schemes  It  can  truthfully 
be  sf-id  that  Schemes  for  all  villf.ges  vhich  urgently  require  main  sevjerc.ge 
are  already  completed,  or  are  at  the  planning  stage  or  are  included  in  the 
Council's  priority  list. 
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REPORT  OF  TEE  SEMOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR,  1 96O 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  oi‘  the  Devizes  Rural  District  Council, 
Mr  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  m[7  annual  report  for  the  year 

1960. 


The  year  was  one  of  intense  activity  arising  mainly  from 
the  provision  of  water  and  sewerage  schemes  and  considerable  changes 
in  the  legislation  which  the  Council  administers.  The  Building  Trade  in 
the  whole  area  was  working  at  maximum  capacity  and  this  inevitably 
means  an  increase  in  the  work  of  the  Department, 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council  for  their 
appreciation  and  support,  the  Medical  Officer  for  advice  and  guidance 
and  the  Staff  for  loyal  co-operation  and  faithful  discharge  of 
duties.  The  successful  execution  of  the  activities  of  the  Department 
depends  to  a large  extent  on  the  discipline,  co-operation  and 
conscientious  application  of  the  workmen  and  I should  like  to  express 
my  appreciation  to  them  for  viTork  well  done, 

I have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


&,E.WILLIAI^S, 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 


HOUSING. 

An  Assessment  of  the  present  state  of  housing. 

Fifteen  years  have  elapsed  since  the  war  ended.  They  have  been 
fifteen  years  of  unremitting  endeavour  to  raise  the  standard  of  housing 
conditions.  The  end  of  1 96O  is  an  appropriate  opportunity  to  make  a 
fresh  appraisal  of  the  situation.  Has  the  position  improved  vastly 
or  very  little  ? Is  there  still  much  to  be  done  or  can  the  Council 
ease  off  in  it’s  effort  ? These  are  difficult  questions  to  answer 
without  a factual  survey  - a time  consuming  and  costly  business. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey  completed  in  1947?  gave  for  the  first 
time  an  accurate  factual  picture  of  the  state  of  ’’working  class”  housing 
in  your  area. 
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The  salient  points  in  that  report  showed  that  out  of  tv/u 
thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty  eight  houses  surveyed  (i.e.,  all 
houses  having  a R.V.  of  not  more  than  £20),  only  55  fell  in  Category 

1,  or  in  other  v/ords  were  fit  in  all  respects,  51 8 fell  into  Category 

2,  842  in  Category  3,  86O  in  Category  4 and  263  in  Category  5 (the 
demolition  group). 

Out  of  2,538  houses,  only  1 91  had  a water  closet  and  743 
had  no  drainage  of  any  kind,  1 ,307  houses  were  without  sinks  and 
928  had  no  pantry,  1 ,443  had  dampness  of  varying  degrees  and  half 
the  total  number  of  houses  had  ceilings  below  7*6"  high,  A grim 
picture  1 

Since  that  time  the  problem  has  been  attacked  on  many  fronts  - 
through  the  erection  of  nev;  d^-ellings  by  the  Council  and  private 
enterprise,  through  the  Improvement  Crant  schemes,  through  demolition 
of  unfit  properties  and  through  the  efforts  of  owner/occupiers  and 
conscientious  landlords.  The  continuing  prosperity  of  agriculture 
has  enabled  that  industry  to  stand  the  cost  of  improving,  v/ith  or 
without  subsidy,  the  housing  of  its  v/orkers,  hence  the  state  of  tied 
farm  cottages  has  improved  tremendously. 

But  what  is  the  picture  today  ? 

There  are  at  the  present  time  approximately  3,666  houses 
having  a R.V.  of  not  more  than  £25,  compared  with  2,538  in  1947. 

(a  R,V.  of  £25  today  is  approximately  equivalent  to  £20  in  1947). 

Since  1947,  6OO  post-war  Council  houses  of  good  standard  have  been 
built,  76  prf;-war  Council  houses  have  been  modernised,  297  houses 
have  been  or  are  being  modernised  under  Improvement  Grant  schemes, 
about  100  dwellings  have  been  improved  to  a good  standard  without 
grants  and  approximately  172  working  class  houses  have  been  erected 
by  private  enterprise.  Together  with  the  55  houses  in  Category  1 in 
1947  this  no7/  gives  a total  of  1,300  dwellings  of  good  standard. 

The  remaining  2,366  dwellings  v/ould  fall  into  Categories  2-5. 

It  is  not  possible  to  say  with  certainty  hov/  many  would  fall  into 
each  Category  but  I believe  the  following  comparison  v/ould  be 
approximately  accurate; - 

Position  in  1947.  Position  in  1 96O. 


Category  1 dwellings. 

55 

1,300 

It  2 '• 

518 

1 ,000 

II  ^ II 

842 

840 

11  II 

860 

506 

II  ^ II 

263 

20 

Total 

2,538 

3,666 

11 


Clearly  there  has  been,  largely  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Council,  a v;onderful  transformation  in  the  housing  scene  compared 
with  the  depressing  picture  of  19^7.  Even  after  allowing  for  minor 
inexactitudes  in  the  compilation  and  comparison  of  the  1947  and 
1960  figures,  tv;o  facts  stand  clear:  about  600  new  dwellings  have 
been  provided  since  1947  and  the  number  of  good, sound,  modern 
working  class  houses  has  risen  from  55  to  1,300. 

The  work  of  salvaging  and  modernising  the  old  cottages  is 
proceeding  apace  and  the  rapid  progress  now  being  made  in  sevrerage 
schemes  is  a powerful  factor  in  this  connection,  '7ithin  this  decade 
practically  every  house  in  this  very  rural  area  v.dll  have  a bathroom 
and  a full  range  of  sanitary  conveniences  connected  to  a modern 
severage  system,  A feat  considered,  until  quite  recently,  as  too  costly 
and  impossible  in  this  generation. 

The  Improvement  &rant  Schemes. 

The  Improvement  G-rant  schemes  are  becoming  widely  known  and 
are  conferring  great  benefits  on  the  occupiers  and  ovmers  of  the 
houses  who  have  taken  advantage  of  its  provisions. 

During  the  year  32  Discretionary  G-rants  were  approved.  The 
total  cost  of  the  work  v/as  £32,701  , the  total  amount  of  G-rant  paid 
was  £9,686,  (26  G-rants),  In  the  same  period  62  Standard  G-rants  were 
approved.  The  total  amount  approved  was  £8,275  and  the  total  paid  in 
grants  v/as  £5,091  (4l  G-rants). 

The  main  beneficiaries  of  the  scheme  up  to  date  are  owner/ 
occupiers  and  owners  and  occupants  of  tied  farm  cottages.  The  scheme 
has  barely  touched  tenant  occupied  houses,  presumably  because  of 
apathy  or  competing  claims  vvhich  yield  to  o’.vners  a higher  return 
on  capital. 

From  the  date  of  the  first  Improvement  G-rant  approval,  1 8th 
December,  1951,  the  approximate  total  capital  cost  of  improving  297 
dwelJJLngs  was  £212,000  and  of  this  sum  the  Council  paid  the  ovmers 
thereof  a total  of  £78,000  in  grants. 

The  Department  is  vitally  concerned  in  each  application  right 
from  its  inception  to  the  final  inspection,  and  indeed  for  the  whole 
15  years  of  the  grant  period.  The  scheme  has  throrm  a lot  of  extra 
work  on  the  Staff  but  it  is  at  least  rewarding  work  shov.dng  tangible 
benefits  to  Landlord,  Tenant  and  community. 

Slum  Clearance. 


Thirteen  houses  were  demolished  dLiring  the  year.  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  on  8 dv/ellings  and  Closing  Orders  on  2,  The  total 
number  of  dwellings  which  were  the  subject  of  either  Clearance  Orders 
or  Demolition  Orders  and  which  were  still  standing  was  20. 


12 


7' 


A 


M./.  i 


* : ir 

'•  stj 


: »!• 


»ii  soil/,  -r 


nrMt  «( 


f ;.-  c • ■} 

; ' ‘ ■■>  V!  >?tie 

‘■I-’.,  fi-y  ■:'  ■ ^'-.r  ^ ^ 


:..r  : 


■•:<•  • ' j Iv  ‘r.';  o./-? 


■ . .irr, 


i 


i*.  -0; . 


■■  ' ‘:  *f  iT  18/1 


0 ^'<1  •"}T}  h h±/W 

oi/i ^.*.1  ,1^  ?in»ei!  jLi;.v 

ft ' jSO'..'  < i/ j*  • , 'j  : '^  . • i 
; •■  • if  • K/  ^ } 


>U  *C. ••; 


I * 


" . • !. 


Y >-■.-. V , , .•:-:o  . -^' 


* 


■r-r  .V-.  .1  ;'  • 

•■■--;  _■ 

• 09  B7i:x9tn€ 

■ ■■ 's ‘‘'jp-Oi  *v'«  ■', 

' ♦ ’ '1*. 

■ • • ■■  zc-:i  .f! ■Z 

7*' 

r < 1-.  ,-  .• 

fw-i  ><T ' jJJt  . « 

* . .■^'  * 

' .r 

r K 

..  _ ‘ ^ ^ Ni  * ■ ' J 

iSi 

r . * 


.•  y-::.  i r’a  4] 


^ .. 


-V-'  q4/ 

tr**'  i'‘  ■ > ■ 

jv'Y'/’td  'T  . ' ■ 


*o 


* • 'i'»0 


f G r 

'<• 


Sy-f-i' 
'.  *1  'i  ■T' . •_>  '• 


■ '’>•  ••-' -v-’X*«no<i/:  W7*  , »•?  , 

A-:^  vij-^  ci..'  ''ic  i , -.  : ' 

r.i  OC»,^Vn.  'ic  L f-o:t  ' ' '-.o »;  . ■.iriO 


oLp/{w  .irfx.* 

*'!•■'•■•'  ‘ ■ . - iCi'c  ■'^'i 


■^•■raooo:^  V-<.Uy';pi  S \ 

uJ:.  f^iir4  jtt  ' 

WT.:,.  . ! A)  t It  * 

tj.  ■ ■'•  ‘.  ..  .14'  /T<>', 

tr.tr  i',-,i  -1,  ' - 

' 

IST’ 

^ ' ■ 


**  ^ 


. -t:.  j-  ■“  «a*eu'Sil  ■ .^/-i 


^ i 


'!•:  '■•  :0  9WJa>^BtC  -t  , . ■^  ^:..  .t:' 

■ “'■  ■ 

‘ ^ .;  \ 

T - * .y  ‘ • ..^  .'  • 

i"',  ':7f^ 

- ■'  - ■ 


<Sr\'.  . i I.  if  ‘ic 

^‘in  '-.’ihlr:'!  nctii  ■•' 


. . ,»*• 


It  is  a fairly  straightforward  task  to  make  a Demolition 
or  Closing  Order  on  a property  but  to  make  those  orders  effective 
gives  rise  often  to  difficult  social  and  technical  problems  requiring 
tact  and  understanding.  Such  houses  are  generally  occupied  by  aged 
persons  and  although  the  fabric  is  almost  falling  about  their  heads 
and  there  are  no  conveniences,  it  is  their  home  and  the  locality 
they  knov7.  Nevertheless,  it  is  very  frustrating  to  the  Council  and 
its  officers  to  find,  after  they  have  gone  to  great  trouble  and  expense 
to  provide  houses  to  replace  v»'orn  out,  obsolete  property,  that  some 
tenants  thereof  vdll  not  even  apply  for  a Council  house, 

HOUSINC  GENERAL. 

Annual  Return. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  a Return  made  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  which  is  reproduced  herewith  giving  detailed  information 
on  certain  aspects  of  housing 

1 . Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  at  the  end 

of  the  year 4,1  OC 

2.  Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  owned  by 

the  Local  Authority 901 

3.  Number  of  temporary  dvrellings  in  the  district  owned  by 

the  Local  Authority Nil 

4.  Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at 

the  end  of  the  year 294 

5.  Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year  : 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Public  Health  Acts  25 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  the 

Housing  Acts ..  ..  3l 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation 6 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  l6 

6.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  86 

7.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : 

A,  Proceedings  under  sections  9,10,12  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  notices  T^ere  serwed 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dv\fellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices  (a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  Nil 
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B,  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  formal  notices 

were  served 1 

(ii)  Number  of  dv/ellings  made  fit  as  a result  of 

formal  notices  (a)  By  owners  1 

(b)  Ly  Local  Authority  in  default  Nil 

C,  Proceedings  under  section  16,  Housing  Act,  1937  : 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  8 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result 

of  Demolition  Orders 13 

(iii)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted 1 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed  1 

D,  Proceedings  under  Sections  42,43,46,48,  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  upon 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of 

Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  which 

have  been  retained  as  temporary  accommodation  . . Nil 

E,  Proceedings  under  Section  17,18,27,  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(i)  Number  of  dv/ellings  where  Closing  Orders 

were  made  . . . . . . 2 

(ii)  Number  of  dv^ellings  closed  as  a result  of 

Closing  Orders  of  Undertakings  by  owners  1 

(iii)  Number  of  dv/ellings  where  Closing  Orders  were 

cancelled  in  consequence  of  premises  being  made  fit  Nil 

F,  Proceedings  under  Section  76,  Housing  Act,  1957  : 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrov/ding  at 

end  of  year Nil. 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrovjding  discovered 

during  the  year Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

during  the  year Nil 
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Houses  erected  or  converted  during  the  year. 


1 .1 .60 

to 

31 .12.60 


Houses  erected 
during  year 

For  Slum  ’ For  other 
Clearance  ; purposes 


G-ained  from 
conversion  of 
large  houses 
into  flats  or 
dwellings 


i Local 
I Authority 

i 

i Private  ■. 
; Enterprise 


22 


W1 


Lost  from 
conversion  of, 
two  or  more 
houses  into  ‘ 
one  ; 

i 


Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Acts  1949  - 1939. 


! 1.1.60  ! 

i i 

! to  i 

• I 

• i 

! 31.12.60  ! 


Value  of  grants  paid. 


Number  of  houses 
improved  as  a result  of 


Standard  - Discretionary  , Standard  , Disc  ret  ior^ary 
Grants  Grants  Grants  Grants 


£5,091 


£9,686 


43 


26 


The  total  number  of  grants  ^ proved  during  the  year  is 
as  follov/s;  Standard  Grants  62  No.  amounting  to  £8,275.  Discretionary 
Grants  32  No.  amounting  to  £1 2,055. 


COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Only  27  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year. 
The  yearly  average  up  to  1959  was  50  dwellings.  This  very  marked 
slowing  down  was  partly  intentional  on  the  grounds  that  the  main 
housing  need  had  been  met  and  partly  due  to  reduced  aid  from 
National  Funds, 
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The  Council  have  not  many  sites  on  v^hich  they  could  build 
if  it  was  desired  to  expand  the  housing  programme.  Past  experience 
has  shown  that  acquisition  of  sites  is  a protracted  business 
often  caking  2-3  years.  The  recent  enormous  increase  in  land  values 
for  building  now  makes  it  a costly  matter  to  keep  undeveloped  sites 
in  hand. 

Council  house  repairs. 

In  previous  reports  reference  has  been  made  to  the  interminable 
delays  which  all  too  frequently  occur  in  effecting  repairs  to  Council 
houses. 


This  results  in  many  complaints  from  tenants  who  are  often 
inconvenienced  and  sometimes  very  forcibly  express  their  annoyance 
at  the  delay. 

In  practically  all  these  cases  the  delay  stems  from  the  fact 
that  all  builders  in  this  district  are  heavily  committed  in  regard  to 
work  they  have  in  hand.  Not  infrequently  we  have  to  cancel  orders 
given  to  one  builder  and  try  to  get  another  to  accept  it. 

What  is  the  remedy  ? If  tenants'  convenience  and  good 
Estate  Management  are  vital  factors,  I see  no  solution  other. .than 
extension  of  direct  labour, 

WATER  SUPPLY, 


The  Council's  water  supply  schemes  cover  the  whole  district 
except  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  West  Lavington  and  Little  Cheverell, 
A scheme  is  under  construction  which  will  cover  these  parts  and 
complete  coverage  (except  for  some  isolated  properties)  should  be 
obtained  in  1 961 , 


G-eneral  Statistics, 


The  water  Undertaking  comprises  the  following: 


Main  Sources;  Chirton 
VISTRE 

Great  Cheverell 
Erie stoke  village  supply. 


Two  boreholes 

Two  " 

One  " 

Two  " 

Spring; 


one;  10,000 
one:  8,000 
each:  5,000 
3,000 
2,000 
1,500 


g.P* 


hour 

If 

11 

11 

H 

11 


Bulk  supply  from  Chippenham  Borough 
Council  boreholes  via  Caine  and 
Chippenham  R,D,C's  mains. 


180,000  " day 
(maximum) 


Bulk  supply  from  Devizes  Borough 
boreholes  at  Bourton, 


82,000  g,p,day 
(maximum) 


1 6, 


Bulk  supply  from  Devizes  Borough 
for  The  Fairway,  Roundv.ay  village, 
Roundway  Park  and  Trading  Estate, 


For  an  unspecified  (but 
limited)  commitment. 


Reservoirs:  There  are  six  reservoirs  in  the  district  having  a 

total  capacity  of  625,000  gallons.  One  250,000  gallon 
reservoir  is  under  construction. 

Water  mains;  There  are  83  miles  of  water  mains. 

A further  5 miles  are  under  construction. 

Water  consumption  statistic se. 

1,  Total  number  of  premises  supplied  ; 

2,  Estimated  population  supplied: 

3,  Total  number  of  metered  connections: 

A.  Total  number  of  domestic  connections: 

5,  Total  number  of  other  connections: 

6,  Estimated  overall  consxamption; 

7,  Estimated  total  motered  consumption: 

8,  Estimated  total  domestic  consumption; 

9,  Estimated  average  daily  consumption  per 

head  of  population  per  diem;  26,4  ” 

10,  Estimated  average  overall  consumption 

per  head  of  population  per  diem:  39»5  " 

11,  Supplied  by  public  standpipe:  Nil. 

The  population  of  the  Council's  area  is  l6,060,  A proportion 
of  this  population  (for  which  no  figures  are  available)  reside  in  the 
War  Department  barracks  and  the  Mental  Hospital,  These  establishments 
are  supplied  partly  by  the  Devizes  Borough  and  partly  from  a private 
source.  It  is  estimated  that  a public  piped  water  supply  is  at  present 
available  (or  vdill  be  in  the  near  future)  to  approximately  97  per  cent 
of  the  population. 

It  should  be  noted  that  numbers  7-1 0 above  are  estimated 
figures.  It  is  not  possible  to  give  precise  figures  as  the  water 
which  is  recorded  by  most  service  meters,  e.g.  farms,  is  used  for 
both  domestic  and  non-domestic  purposes.  Again,  an  estimated 
population  is  used  in  arriving  at  these  figures  as  a physical  count 
is  not  practicable.  Notwithstanding  these  assumptions,  the  figures  may 
be  taken  as  reasonably  reliable. 


3,499 

10,928 

656 

2,817 

29 

157.636.000  gallons, 

57,000,000  " 

100.636.000  " 
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The  domestic  consumption  per  head  of  population,  per  day, 
viz;  26,4  gallons,  shows  an  increase  of  approximately  5 per  cent 
over  the  figure  for  1 959* 


The  corresponding  figures  for  recent  years  are: 


1 954  : 

22.45 

gallons 

per  day. 

1 957: 

20.11 

gallons 

1955  : 

21.62 

ft 

ft  II 

1958: 

21.25 

11 

1 956  t 

22.44 

It 

t!  tt 

1959: 

25.09 

If 

per  day, 

(I  ti 

ti  II 


The  Council' s network  of  water  mains  is  now  virtually 
complete,  it  is  extensive  and  comprehensivi  and  with  the  exception 
of  2 or  3 miles  out  of  the  total  88,  is  in  good  order. 

Reservoir  capacity  is  equivalent  to  days  maximum  demand 
and  can  be  regarded  as  adequate. 

Pumping  machinery  and  plant  in  general  are  in  good  order. 
Pressures  and  voliame  are  adequate  at  practically  all  points. 

The  chief  weakness  lies  in  the  insufficient  margin  between 
the  safe  reliable  yield  from  all  sources,  v/hich  is  equivalent  to 
606,000  gallons  per  day,  and  the  maximum  daily  consxmiption,  running 
at  550,000  gallons  per  day,  giving  a margin  of  only  5^,000  gallons 
per  day. 

This  margin  vri.ll  be  further  reduced  when  the  South  Western 
Scheme  is  completed  and  all  consumers  are  connected  to  it,  and 
it  will  be  completely  wiped  out  in  a year  or  two  by  the  'natural' 
increases  in  consumption. 

There  is  no  need  for  panic  action,  but  it  is  quite  clear 
that  the  new  Water  Board  must  give  early  consideration  to  augmenting 
by  one  means  or  another,  the  supply  to  the  Devizes  Rural  District 
Council  area  to  meet  the  rising  demand. 
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Results  of  bacteriological  examinations  after  treatment. 


South  Eastern 

Scheme, 

North  Eastern  Scheme, 

19.  1 . 60. 

Satisfactory. 

26.  1 . 60. 

Satisfactory. 

14.  3.  60. 

ft 

14.  3.60. 

tl 

28.  4.  60. 

28.  4.60. 

II 

2.  6.  60. 

tl 

1 . 6.60. 

If 

21.  7.  60. 

ft 

18.  7.60. 

It 

IO.1O*  60. 

f1 

15.  8.60. 

II 

1 6,11 , 60. 

IT 

29.  9.60. 

tl 

14.11 .60. 

11 

North  Western 

Scheme, 

South  Western  Scheme, 

19.  1 . 60. 

Satisfactory. 

19.  1 . 60 . 

Satisfactory. 

14.  3.  60. 

11 

14.  3.  60. 

IT 

28.  4.  60. 

If 

28.  4.  60. 

II 

31.  5.  60. 

tl 

31.  5.  60. 

It 

23.  8.  60. 

ft 

7.  6.  60. 

(6) 

18.  7.  60. 

It 

21  . 7.  60. 

II 

1.10.  60. 

If 

10.10.  60. 

(2) 

16,11  . 60, 

If 

Erlestoke  Village, 

60,  Satisfactory, 

14.3.  60. 

28.4.  60.  " 

2.6.  60.  " 

21.7.  60.  " 

10. 10.60. 

16,11,60.  Slight  pollution. 

No  Bacteriological  examination  of  raw  water  was  carried 
out  in  1 960. 

In  the  event  ^f  contamination,  the  chlorination  of  the 
water  supply  is  carefully  checked  and,  if  necessary,  adjusted, 
and  the  mains  in  the  locality  affected  are  flushed.  Apart  from 
the  Erlestoke  village  source,  which  will  soon  be  abandoned,  the 
chances  of  contamination  are  remote  as  sources  are  fairly  deeply 
seated  and  remote  from  human  habitation, 

PRIVATE  WATER  SUPPLIES. 


There  are  five  small  private  water  undertakings  in  the 
area.  The  position  with  regard  to  these  supplies  is  as  follov/s; 

West  Lavington  Estate  Supply, 

This  system  supplies  about  120  domestic  premises  and  five 
farms.  Four  samples  from  this  supply  were  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  during  1 96O,  There  was  no  evidence  of  pollution. 


v.  2t. 


The  supply  is  now  chlorinated.  Negotiations  are  in  progress  for 
the  abandonment  of  this  supply  and  the  transfer  of  the  consumers 
to  the  Council's  South  'Western  system. 

H.J.  Sainsbury  & Son.  Littleton  Panell. 

This  is  a small  supply  for  six  houses.  Negotiations  are  in 
progress  for  the  transfer  of  some  of  these  consumers  to  the  South 
Yvestern  scheme, 

Mr.  A.W.  Coxhead.  Littleton  Panell, 

A small  supply  for  about  eight  houses,  three  of  which  have 
been  transferred  to  the  South  7/estern  scheme. 

M.J.  Read  Ltd.  Stanton  St,  Bernard, 

This  private  supply  has  been  in  operation  for  many  years  and 
has  to  a large  extent  been  replaced  by  the  Council's  system. 

Old  village  wfater  supply,  Erlestoke, 

This  supplies  three  farms  which  are  a long  distance  from 
the  Council's  nearest  water  main. 

Private  supplies  to  one  premise. 

Four  samples  were  taken  from  these  supplies  and  found  to 
be  contaminated.  As  the  properties  are  too  remote  it  was  not 
possible  to  connect  them  to  the  Council's  mains. 

SET’^'ERAGE , 

Progress  in  the  provision  of  'Village  Sev/erage  Schemes  has 
continued  at  a cracking  pace.  Modern  sewerage  schemes  are  nov/  in 
operation  in  the  follovd.ng  Parishes 

Erlestoke. 

Potterne, 

Rowde. 

Market  Lavington. 

Easterton, 

Stanton  St.  Bernard. 

Urchfont  (including  T^edhampt on)  , 

E t c hilhampt  on , 

Seend, 

Construction  is  v/ell  advanced  on  schemes  for  West  Lavington 
and  Bromham. 
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The  preparatory  stages  for  schemes  for  G-reat  -and  Little 
Cheverell  are  well  advanced,  so  is  the  combined  scheme  for  Poulshot, 
Wort on  and  Mars ton. 

The  Co\incil  decided  on  a policy  of  "free  laterals",  in  other 
words  they  would  lay  and  bear  the  cost  of  the  branch  drain  from  the 
sewer  to  the  edge  of  the  carriageway.  This  wise  decision  has 
greatly  facilitated  and  expedited  the  connection  of  properties  to 
sewers. 


Some  teething  troubles  have  been  experienced  by  way  of 
excessive  condensation  on  electrical  gear,  subsoil  T7ater  infiltration, 
sand  silting  of  sewers  etc,,  and  these  matters  are  being  dealt  with. 
The  problem  of  v:ater  infiltration  to  sev/ers  as  the  years  go  by  is 
likely  to  prove  a difficult  and  possibly  costly  one  to  remedy, 
particularly  where  long  lengths  of  sewer  pass  through  water-logged 
ground  and  the  sewage  has  to  be  pumped,  A close  watch  is  being  kept 
on  this  matter  and,  in  conjunction  "with  your  Consultants,  flow 
recording  instruments  are  being  installed  at  the  bigger  v/orks,  thus 
furnishing  vital  data  for  future  comparative  purposes. 

Samples  of  effluent  submitted  for  analysis  occasionally  show 
that  it  falls  below'  the  required  standard  and  this  is  mainly  due  to 
three  causes 

The  first  and  most  important  cause  is  insufficient  sewage  load, 
this  will  right  itself  over  a period  of  time  as  the  plant  reaches 
the  optimum  loading. 

The  other  reasons  are  infrequency  of  attention  and  lack  of 
experience.  In  this  latter  connection  it  must  be  remembered  that  we 
have  to  recruit  unskilled  or  semi-skilled  labour  to  operate  the  plants 
the  position  should  improve  when  sufficient  end  experienced  personiiel 
are  available. 

Eight  sewage  disposal  works,  eight  pumping  stations  and 
approximately  miles  of  sewer  have  been  constructed  at  a cost  of 
appreximately  £250,000  in  the  last  few  years.  The  overall  cost  per 
mile  of  sewer  is  approximately  £14,500. 

All  the  larger  villages  will  have  sewerage  sohemes  by  the  end 
of  1 961 , and  the  provision  of  a se?7erage  system  for  every  village  and 
hamlet  is  v;ithin  sight.  In  a district  where  dwrellings  are  spread 
thinly  on  the  ground  (population  1 6,000,  area  IOO  square  miles),  it 
is  a bold  and  outstanding  achievement  to  which  fev7,  if  any  districts 
of  like  character  have  aspired, 

SHOPS, 

The  number  of  shops  in  the  district  remains  at  a fairly 
constant  figure  T^Tith  few  changes  of  occupiers.  The  interior  of 
the  general  village  shop  has  changed  almost  out  of  recognition 
during  the  past  10  years  - chilled  cabinets,  laminated  plastic 
counter  tops,  glass  shelving  , easily  cleaned  and  hygienic  display 
cabinets  etc,,  are  now  the  order  of  the  day  and  their  provision  is 
eiicouraged  by  this  Department. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937  and  1959 


Most  Parishes  have  at  least  one  factory  in  the  form  of  a 
village  garage,,  builder’ s v^orkshop,  or  a bakery.  It  is  normally 
the  practice  to  make  inspections  under  the  Factories  act  in 
conjunction  with  visits  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and 
Petroleum  Acts,  and  during  the  year  the  majority  of  premises  have 
been  inspected. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  refer  any  infringement  to  the 
Factories  Inspector,  but  a number  of  occupiers  have  verbally  been 
requested  to  cleanse  sanitary  acoommodation.  Details  of  the 
inspections  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : - 


Summary 

of  Inspections. 

Part  I 

of  the  Act. 

I. 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  a 

s to  health,.! 

i 

1 

i Number 

Humber  of 

f 

' 

. 

' 

Premises. 

(i) 

I on 

I Register. 

I (2) 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(3) 

E'ritten 

notices, 

(4) 

} 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted, 

(5)  ^ 

(i) 

i 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 ,2,3,4? 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

’•  i 

* ^ : 

(Not  using  i 

mechanical 

poYrer) , i 

i I 

i l 

1 

J,,-.  . . 

J 

i 

i 

! 

I 

i 

i 

» 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

i ! 

(Using  i I 

mechanical  ' 

power) . . 

i I 

32 

2 

! 

! 

I 

\ 

I 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
which  section  7 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
worker’s premises) 

i ! 
I I 
I ! 

1 t 
} I 

i - i 
! : 
j 1 

i 

•• 

; 

i 

I 

I 

i 

Total  ! 54  ; 53  ' 2 

i 
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2.  CASES  IN  DEFECTS  'JVEEE  FOUND. 


1 

Nirnber’  of  cases  in  which  defects  v/ere  foimd.  ! 

i i 

Particulars,  ; Found. IRemedied. 

0)  I (2)  I 0) 

I \ 

! I 

; i 

! i 

.Refer 

To.N.';. 

Inspector. 

(4) 

red 

-T 

Insnector, 

b) 

Number  of  j 

cases  in 
which  j 

prosecutions; 
were  inst-  : 
ituted, 

(^) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.1) 

T 

1 

{ 

j 

I 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S,2) 

i 

- 

....  

i Unreasonable 
i temperature  (S,3) 

L I-.-  -J 

j Inadequate 

I ventilation  (S,4) 

- 

— 

_ 

1 

» 

; Ineffective  drainage 
' of  floors  (S.6) 

I 

.j 

' Sanitary 

I conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insuffient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective, 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

•• 



i 



- 

. ..  _ . . 

5 

4 

L ....... 

• '1 

i 

j 

“ 

_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

-J 

- 

TOTAL 

5 



" 

- 

...  .H 

I 

- 1 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT.  OUTWORK.  (Section  110  and  111 ). 

There  were  9 outworkers  in  the  district  making  wearing  apparel. 
No  other  outworkers  were  employed  and  there  were  no  prosecutions  or 
instances  of  work  in  unwholesome  premises. 


MILK  SUPPLIES 


The  number  of  retailers  residing  in  the  district  is  six, 
only  two  of  which  are  produoer/retailers ; however,  a number  of 
dairjmien  from  the  Borough  of  Devizes  retail  in  the  district. 

Sampling  for  statutory  and  biological  examination  continued 
at  regular  intervals  during  the  year,  the  results  being  as  follows: - 


Methylene  Blue  test 
(For  keeping  quality) 
Tuberculin  tested  milk. 

Passed, 

Failed. 

Total.  I 

27 

4 

31  ! 

Phospha'base  test. 

(For  efficient  pasteurisation) 

6 

1 

^ i 

Biological  test. 

(For  presence  of  tubercle 

1 bacillus  and  Brucella  abortus) 

31 

J 

3, 

; 

ICE  CREAM. 


42  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  which 
is  made  by  four  of  the  large  manufacturers.  It  is  now  becoming 
usual  for  ice  cream  to  be  kept  with  other  foods  in  open  top  type 
cabinets,  Generally  all  premises  have  been  found  to  be  most 
satisfactory. 


Results  of 

sampling  are  as 

follows: 

Provisional 

Grades 

of 

Cleanliness, 

I.  I^ 

III. 

rv. 

Total. 

Manufacturer  A 

9 

- 

- 

9 

B 

11 

- 

- 

11 

C 

4 

- 

- 

4 

D 

5 

- 

- 

5 

29 

- 

29 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  suggests  that  50%  of  a 
vendor’s  samples  should  fall  into  Grade  I,  80%  into  Grades  I or  II, 
no  more  than  20%  into  Grade  III  and  none  into  Grade  IV.  On  this  basis 
it  will  be  seen  that  ice  cream  supplied  in  the  area  can  be  regarded 
as  satisfactory. 
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POOD  PREfflSES 


During  the  year  food  premises  have  received  special  attention 
and,  in  particular,  licenced  premises  and  installations.  Breweries 
owning  public  houses  have,  during  the  past  few  years,  expended 
considerable  sums  in  modernising  and  improving  their  properties.  A 
number  of  Inns  have  now  installed  cooking  apparatus  of  various  types 
to  provide  hot  snacks  in  addition  to  the  normal  cold  provisions. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages  etc.,  under  Section  i6  of  the  Act,  is  3. 


Number  and  types  of  Food  Premises. 


G-eneral 

Retail 

Food  Shops. 

Licenced 
Premises. . 

Butcher’ s 
Shops . 

. ...  . 

Bake- 

houses. 

Fried {Hospitals 
Fish  [Schools  & 

Shops! Institutes, 

i 

i 

Cafes  and 
Licenced 
premises 
serving 
full  meals. 

, 

48 

1 

‘ 

42 

7 j 6 

i 

— .. ..  -- 

2 i 25 

1 

4 

DISSASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1937. 

Five  premises  are  licenced  under  the  above  Act  for  the  boiling 
of  v;aste  food.  All  installations  have  been  inspected  periodically. 

Two  occupiers  have  been  instructed  to  ensure  that  the  raw  waste  and 
boiled  wastw  are  kept  apart. 

IvEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  Slaughterhouse  Act,  1958,  which  entailed  considerable  work 
by  this  Department,  resulted  in  a detailed  report  being  submitted  to 
the  Minister  on  existing  and  future  slaughterhouse  requirements.  Owners 
of  the  only  tw-o  slaughterhouses  have  commenced  to  carry  out  improvements 
and  alterations  to  comply  with  the  new  regulations  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  the  necessary  works  will  be  completed  well  before  the  appointed 
day  which  is  to  be  fixed  by  the  Mirrlster, 

An  almost  100^  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  for  food 
has  been  carried  out  and  it  is  noted  that  the  quality  and  class  of 
beast  killed  is  generally  improving  resulting  in  a lov'er 
condemnation  rate  than  previously. 
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The  number  of  carcasses  inspected  and  condemned  v/as 
as  follows: - 


1 j Cattle 

1 ‘excluding 

1 C ov/s . 

i 

Cows.  1 

i 

Sheep 

Calves. 1 and 
j lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  and  ■ 

inspected : 657 

i 

109 

1 

818 

2205 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT  | 
TUBERCULOSIS  AND  I 
CYSTICERCOSIS.  I 

r 

I 

i 

1 

1 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

Carcasses  of  which  some  ! 
part  or  organ  was  i 

condemned  ..  ..  j 10 

1 i 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number  | 
inspected  affected  with  | 
disease  other  than  i ’ 

tuberculosis  or  cysticercosis 

1 

.9l7^fo 

- 

- 



.31 1% 

TUBERCULOSIS . | 

Whole  carcasses  condemned 

- 

! 

Carcasses  of  which  some  | 
part  or  organ  was  j 

condemned | - 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number  | 
inspected  affected  with  | 
tuberculosis  I 

.4535^0 

I 

CYSTICERCOSIS.  | 

1 

Carcasses  of  which  some  | 
part  or  organ  was  \ 
condemned  1 

t 

' 

I 

■ 

Carcasses  submitted  to  j 

treatment  by  | 

refrigeration  { - 

\ 

! 

1 

( 

! 

Oenerally  and  j 

Totally  condemned  , . . . | - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

27, 
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MOVEABLE  DTffiLLIN&S 


The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  for  caravan 
sites  was  26  in  respect  of  1+2  caravans. 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  19^0,  which 
became  operative  on  29th  August,  196O,  brought  into  force  a new 
licencing  system  for  caravans. 

In  1 955>  iri  a Report  presented  to  Parliament,  it  was  stated  that 
60,000  caravans  were  occupied  by  about  150,000  persons  in  England  and 
7/ales,  In  the  Report,  the  Minister  of  Housing  & Local  G-overnment  drew 
attention  to  the  deficiencies  of  many  of  the  caravans  and  caravan  sites 
as  places  for  persons  to  live  in  and  that  most  local  authorities  regarded 
caravans  as  a sub-standard  form  of  living  accommodation  and  one  which 
should  not  be  encouraged.  It  showed  that  caravan  dwellers  were  mainly 
young  married  couples,  often  v/ith  small  children  and  that  about  80fo 
of  them  hoped  to  move  into  a house  or  flat  eventually  and  that  they 
lived  in  caravans  because  they  could  not  get  other  accommodation  in 
the  right  places  or  on  the  right  terms. 

The  new  Act  has  two  objects: - 

(1)  To  control  the  location  of  caravan  sites  so  as  to  prevent 
them  from  starting  up  in  the  wrong  places  whilst  allowing 
them  to  develop  in  suitable  places, 

(2)  To  improve  conditions  on  sites  by  requiring  good  standards 
of  lay-out,  equipment  and  maintenance. 

During  October  a conference  was  convened  for  Officers  of 
Wiltshire  authorities  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  agreement  on  methods 
of  administration.  It  ?;as  agreed  that  there  should  be  close  liaison 
between  the  Area  Planning  Officer  and  each  local  authority  and  that 
individual  caravans  should  be  encouraged  to  move  to  larger  and  better 
appointed  sites. 

Detailed  surveys  of  existing  caravan  sites  are  in  the  process 
of  being  carried  out  and  in  some  cases  licenc'es  will  be  refused,  or 
the  number  of  vans  reduced,  as  the  occupiers  of  the  sites  will  be 
unable  to  comply  with  the  Model  Standards, 

T07/N  & COUNTRY  PLAMNING  ACTS  & EUILDINO 

BYE.LA7/S, 


The  number  of  applications  ’submitted  under  the  above  Acts  and 
Byelaws  continues  to  increase.  This  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  the 
large  volume  of  building  work  foil  owning  in  the  wake  of  the  sewerage 
schemes  and  aided  by  the  Improvement  Orant  schemes. 

The  total  number  of  applications  submitted  was  3l8,  Under 
Building  Byelav/s,  232  applications  v;ere  approved  and  1 refused.  Under 
the  Town  & Country  Planning  Act,  1 85  applications  Vvere  approved,  9 
were  refused  and  9 were  withdrav/n  after  negotiations. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMPLAIl'TS 


Type  of  complaint,  : 

Number.  ! 

Remedied. 



Outstanding.! 

I 

No  action  i 

1 

1 

necessary. 

Housing  (excluding 
Council  housing) 

12  I 

k 

i 

7 i 

I 

1 

Overcrowding 

- 

j 

I 

Insanitary  houses 

n 

2 

1 

1 I 

1 

- 

Sewerage 

- 

( 

- 

Drainage 

2 

1 ! 

1 

\ 

River  Pollution 

k 

2 ! 

- 

Water 

2 

2 

- ! 

- 

Refuse 

5 

4 

^ i 

- 

; Keeping  of  animals 

2 

^ i 

- 

1 

Fly  infestation 

_ 

_ i 

I 

- 

Rodent  infestation 

“ 

- 

- 

1 Footpaths 

j 

- ! 

i 

- 

j Smoke 

2 

1 

1 I 

1 

- 

j Miscellaneous 

1 

I ___ 

- 

! _ ' 

1 

i Totals 

i 

I 

20 

[ 14  i 

3 

SUmilkRY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


Miscellaneous 

• • 

36 

Housing 

• • 

353 

Nuisances 

• • 

87 

Drainage 

• « 

200 

Sev/erage 

• • 

257 

Yfeter  supply 

• • 

59 

Water  samples 

• 

36 

Dairies 

« 

6 

Milk  sampling 

« • 

26 

Food  inspection 

• • 

202 

Food  shops  ..  .. 

• • 

80 

Bakehouses 

• • 

10 

Refuse 

• • 

32 

Workshops  & factories 

• • 

32 

Petroleum  Regulations 

• • 

97 

Rodent  control 

• • 

6 

Council  houses 

• • 

1243 

Tov;n  & Country  Planning 

• • 

135 

Building  Inspection 

• • 

492 

Infectious  diseases 

• • 

33 

Diseases  in  animals 

• • 

1.9 

29 


REFUSE  COLLECTIOU'  AM)  DISPOSAL, 


This  service  has,  apart  from  frequent  mechanical  troubles 
with  the  older  vehicle  and  some  indications  that  certain  routes  are 
out  of  balance,  operated  smoothly  within  its  limitations.  This  is 
due  in  a very  large  measure  to  the  excellent  7/ay  in  which  the  workmen 
engaged  on  this  heavy  and  dirty  work  perform  their  allotted  tasks. 

Very  occasionally  the  men  are  abused  by  an  irate  householder 
concerning  non-collection  of  his  refuse  bin  or  the  like.  Enquiries 
almost  invariably  show  that  the  householder  had  not  conformed  to  the 
simple  rules. 

Id  a fortnightly  'kerbside'  collection  good  enough  ? That  is 
for  the  Council  to  decide.  Householders  occasioanlly  complain  about 
both  the  infrequency  of  the  collection  and  the  kerbside  service, 
particularly  the  latter. 

An  important  new  development  in  the  Refuse  Collecting  Service 
has  recently  had  much  publicity.  It  is  generally  referred  to  as  the 
"paper  sack  system".  All  refuse  is  put  into  strong  paper  sacks  (rather 
like  the  paper  sacks  used  for  cement)  the  sack  is  attached  to  a metal 
bracket  or  stand  with  a hinged  lid  which  effectively  seals  off  the  mouth 
of  the  bag.  The  sacks  are  made  of  a type  of  paper  which  v/ill  resist 
rain  and  is  not  affected  by  hot  ashes,  When  refuse  is  collected  the 
sack  and  its  contents  are  removed  and  dumped  in  the  refuse  vehicle  and 
at  the  same  time  a new  sack  is  fitted  onto  the  metal  holder.  These 
paper  sacks  and  the  holders  are  supplied  by  the  Icjcal  authority,  thus 
providing  a complete  service. 

The  system  has  many  obvious  advantages,  it  is  far  more  hygienic 
than  the  often  foul  metal  dustbin  and  it  ensures  that  every  householder 
has  a proper  refuse  container  instead  of  the  hotch-potch  containers 
now  used  by  many  people.  The  system  is  virtually  dustless,  facilitates 
loading  and  is  far  more  acceptable  to  workmen  engaged  on  the  unpleasant 
and  dirty  v/ork  of  collection  and  disposal.  The  system  can  only  be  used 
in  conjunction  with  a rear  of  premises  collection  scheme  and  its  adoption 
by  the  Council  would  greatly  increase  the  cost  of  refuse  collection, 
but  of  course,  the  serwice  would  be  far  superior  to  the  rather  inade- 
quate service  now  provided,  namely,  a fortnightly  kerbside  collection, 

I believe  this  system  will  be  widely  adopted  in  the  near  future 
and  I commend  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  the  desirability  of  giving 
further  consideration  to  this  not  unimportant  matter  and  to  the 
possibility  of  trying  it  out  in  one  Parish, 

The  total  quantity  of  salvage  collected  in  1 96O  7/as:- 

Scrap  metal  £238,  18.  3d, 

Rage  62.  2.  6d. 

Paper  23.  12.  6d, 

£324.  13.  3d. 
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Twenty  five  per  cent  of  this  sum  (£'J1  . 3s.5<i)  is  paid  in 
bonus  to  the  workmen  engaged  on  the  service. 

The  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  for  the 
year  ending  31  st  March,  19^0,  was  £4,647.  l0s.  I0d.  and  the  nett 
cost  after  deducting  income  received,  viz.  £1,901.  l6s,11d,,  was 
£2,745.  I3s.11d.  The  sale  of  salvage  produced  £285.  l5s.  4d.  The 
approximate  cost  of  the  service  per  head  of  population  served 
was  3/5d. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  compiles  an 
Annual  Return  of  Refuse  Service  costs,  to  provide,  amongst  other 
things,  a basis  for  comparative  costs  as  betvYeen  Local  Authorities 
and  types  of  Local  Authority.  How  do  your  costs  compare  with  those 
of  other  Rural  Councils  ? Most  excellently.  The  average  cost  in 
the  Rural  Districts  for  which  figures  are  given  is  l0/3d  per  head  of 
population  for  the  year  1957/58  (the  latest  available  figures). 

Your  costs  3/5d  per  head. 

The  negotiations  commenced  in  1959  foi*  a future  refuse  tip 
were  abandoned, 

It  was  decided  to  purchase  a new  Fore  and  Aft  tipper  type 
refuse  vehicle. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS. 


Following  the  issue  by  the  Home  Office  of  a Model  Code  of 
principles  of  construction  and  licencing  conditions  for  the  storage 
of  petroleum,  a conference  was  organised  by  the  Fire  Department  of  the 
Wilts  County  Council  to  consider  the  implementation  of  the  code  and  to 
secure  xiniformity  rf  practice  within  the  County. 

The  Council  adopted  the  code  and  recommendations  made  following 
the  conference.  The  68  installations  in  the  district  were  inspected 
and  the  necessary  steps  taken  to  commence  the  work  of  securing 
compliance  with  the  Regulations,  In  some  cases  quite  heavy  expendi- 
tures were  involved  and  the  ovmers  of  installations  have  readily  co-op- 
erated in  measures  designed  to  safeguard  the  public  and  property  from 
the  dangers  inherent  in  handing  highly  inflammable  and  explosive  liquids. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


Regular  and  systematic  inspection  and  treatment  of 
premises  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year.  The  follov/ing 
table  summarises  the  visits  made. 

A proportion  of  the  sewers  were  test  baited  and  the 
results  showed  that  there  was  no  infestation. 

This  Council  continues  to  share  on  alternate  weeks,  the 
services  of  the  Rodent  Operator  v/ith  the  Devizes  Borough  Council 
and  this  arrangement  is  still  considered  to  be  satisfactory. 


Type  of  property,  ’ 

i 

Non-Agricultural 

• 

Agri- 
cult- 
ural . 

I 

i 

(1)  ■ 

Local 
Auth- . 
ority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

houses 

(inc. 

Council 

houses) 

(3) 

All  other 
(inc. 
business 
premises) 

(^) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1) 
(2)  & (3) 

T — 1 

I Number  of  properties 

in  Local  Authority’ s 
District,  ! 9 

. . L. 

3999 

2hU 



4252 



< 

i 

845  ‘ 

II  Number  of  propert 

inspected  as  a re 
of;- 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under 
the  Act 

(0)  Otherwise  (e. 
when  visited 
primarily  for 
some  other 
purpose 

ies 

suit 

9 

s 

L 

56 

3861 

2 

64 

” 

i_  , 

58 

3934 

! 

i 

! 

( 

I 

77 

( 

i 

I 

i 

1 

III  Total  inspections 
carried  out  - 
including  re- 
inspections 

^ 

3867 

. H 

66 

3978 

Table  continued  overleaf. 
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Type  of  property 

i 

1 

N 0 n-Agr ic  ul t ur al • 

Agri- 

j 

cul- 

I 

} 

\ 

tutal 

4 

1 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

1 (5) 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Number  of  properties 

■ 

i 

t 

\ 

•t 

! 

1 

inspected  (In  Sec, 

II ) which  were  found 

1 

( 

! 

i 

\ 

i 

1 

to  be  infested  by: - 
(a)  Rats  - Major 

4 

63 

2 

69 

1 16 

1 

I 

1 

Minor 

5 

170 

2 

177 

I 10 

j 

(b)  Mice  - Major 

12 

- 

12 

/ 

1 " 

Minor 

- 

- 

— 

i — 

] 

iv 

Number  of  infested 

■ - '• 

- 

( 

J 

1 

properties  (ih  Sec, 
IV)  treated  by  the 

9 

245 

4 

258 

1 

1 26 

! 

( 

Local  Authority. 

i 

{vi 

Total  treatments 

■ - 

i 

1 

1 

carried  out 
including  re- 
treatments. 

36 

245 

4 

285 

1 26 

! 

i VII 

Number  of  Notices 

• 

• 

1 

1 

served  under  Sec. 

4 of  the  Act: 

t 

\ 

t 

i 

i 

i 

fa)  Treatment, 

(b)  Structural  work 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

i,e,  proofing. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i VIII 

1 

1 

( 

i 

1 

1 

j 

1 

Number  of  cases  in 
Virhich  default  action 
was  taken  following 
issue  of  a notice 
xinder  Sec.  4 of 
the  Act. 

i 

< 

j 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

t 

IX 

1 

Legal  proceedings. 

_ 

• 

• 

1 ^ 

i X 

! 

Number  of  "Block" 
control  schemes 
carried  out. 

26 

. 

- 

I 

j 

1 

i - 

1 

i 

j 

j. 

i. 

r 
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